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The year after the accession of Otho II., on a sudden,
Bonifazio, surnarned Francone, described as the son of
Ferruccio, a name doubtless well known to his contem-
poraries, seized the unsuspecting Pope Benedict and
cast him into a dungeon, where shortly after
he was strangled. Bonifasdo assumed the u y'
papacy; but he had miscalculated the strength of his
faction, in one month he was forced to fly the city. Yet
he fled not with so much haste, but that he carried off
all the treasures, even the sacred vessels from the church
of St. Peter. He found his way to Constanti-
nople, where he might seem to have been
forgotten in his retreat. The peaceful succession of
Benedict VII., the nephew or grandson of the famous
Alberic, may lead to the conclusion that the faction of
that family still survived, and was opposed to that of
Bonifazio. The first act of Benedict, as might be
expected, was the assembling a council for the excom-
munication of the murderer and anti-pope Boniface.
This is the first and last important act in the barren
annals of Pope Benedict VII. Under the protection of
the Emperor Otho II., or by the strength of his Eoman
faction, he retained peaceful possession of the See for
nine years,u an unusual period of quiet. He was suc-
ceeded, no doubt through the influence of the Emperor,
by John XIV., who was no Eoman, but Bishop of Pavia.
But in the year of John's accession, Otho II.
was preparing a great armament to avenge a
terrible defeat by the Saracens. He had hardly fled

tt Sismondi is probably right that full nine (or near ten) years to the
Domus or Domnus, who is here in- : papacy of Benedict, according to
aerted, was merely a title, Dominus j the epitaph quoted by Baronms. Com-
Benedictus. This conjecture has the pare Jarfe, who quotes a work of
iarther recommendation of giving the Giesebrecht as conclusive.